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• Alberto Manzi was born in 1924 
in Rome 

• In 1942 he received his diploma 
as nautical engineer as well as 
school teacher 

• This dual approach: technical-
scientific and pedagogical, 
would mark the entire  life span 
of Alberto Manzi, helping to 
define his educational proposal. 

• Participation at the II World as a 
submariner 

• After the war , he graduated in 
biology 

•  Alberto Manzi began his activity 
as  a teacher (Maestro) - or as 
one could say as many teachers - 
as well a writer for children



The prison teacher
• Manzi’s first  experience as teacher is 

in a juvenile prison in Rome, at the re-
education institution Aristide Gabelli 

•  From 1946 – 47 he had to teach 90 
students, ages 9  to 17, 18 of them 
analphabets 

• As he told Roberto Farné in an 
interview in 1997, he earned the right 
to do school challenging the head of 
the group of the boys  with fists (good 
TV teacher, The Alberto Manzi lesson). 
The results were remarkable. 

•  At Gabelli , Manzi made a monthly 
newspaper, the first of its kind in a 
reformatory, and  in collaboration with 
the young prisoners, was born the 
story of Grogh from which would come 
out the first novel: Grogh , the story 
of a beaver , published by Bompiani in 
1950 and translated in 28 languages.



Teacher of the poor

• The first half of the fifties represented an important 
moment of transition in the biography of Manzi. After 
the Roman experience in the reformatory Aristide 
Gabelli, he taught in Campagnano di Roma, as he 
prepared for his second degree in pedagogy, later 
specializing in psychology. 

• In the early fifties, he is dedicated to the problems of 
education of the popular classes, and specifically to 
what had always been the crucial and unresolved issue 
of the modern and national educational system : the 
remoteness of rural areas, the its inaccessibility. To the 
problem of rural schools, Manzi dedicated his notes, like 
1950 the open letter to the Minister of Education and 
the 2 pages of “Thoughts to a school of today”.



Teacher in south america
• Surely a central event of those years, was the trip to 

Latin America.  
• In the summer of 1955 by the University of Genevra, 

Manzi received a commission for scientific research in 
the Amazon rainforest. He went to study the ants, he 
would find out a lot more.  

• It was the revelation of the social conditions of the rural 
Latin American world between the Andes and the 
Amazonas, and the beginning of a relationship, not 
without dangers, which would last for over twenty years  

• From then on, every summer, Manzi would go to teach 
'the Indians' reading and writing, first alone and then 
with a group of college students. 

 



• The 'maestero' drew up a real program 
for the education for Latin American 
peasants and in its activities could count 
on the support of the Pontifical Salesian 
University. 

•  Accused from the governments of Peru 
and Bolivia of being a "Guevarist," he 
was considered “a persona non grata“ 
and denied entering the countries. He 
will return to these places clandestinely, 
until 1984. 

• Of that experience is left four novels:  
• The moon in the barracks (1974) and 

El loco (1979) published by Salani, 
•  And it came Saturday and Gugù, 

published post hum in 2005 (Iesa, 
Monticiani ).



Teacher in 
Television

• All this first phase of he’s educational activities 
culminated in 1960 with the famous transmission It 
is never too late(1960-1968).  

• The director of RAI was looking for a teacher to 
teach adult analphabets. The idea of the program 
and title was from the ten general director of 
public education. 

• IT IS NEVER TO LATE  is considered to be one of the 
most important pedagogical experiments in adult 
education.  He taught reading and writing to more 
than one million of Italians 

• In 1965, It is never too late was awarded in Tokyo, 
on indication from UNESCO, as one of the most 
successful television programs in the fight against 
illiteracy  

• In 1987 Manzi was called from the Argentinean 
government for a 60 hours training course for 
university professors in order to elaborate a 
“National Plan for Literacy” based on the 
experience Non è mai troppo tardi 

•  Two years later Argentina received the 
international prize for the best literacy program in 
all South America from the United Nations



Teacher in Radio

• In 1951 Manzi won a radio award for a children’s play 
presented on the radio. Since then he had a 
collaboration with "the radio for schools", for forty years, 
from 1956 to 1996. 1951 he had already realized a novel 
with the narrative contributions of the young listeners, 
which was entitled "The Treasure of ZI CESAREO". 

•  He had understood the potential of radio which was 
ideal to stimulate imagination and creativity.  

• He was author of various transmissions and he also wrote 
and reworked fairy tales for children. 

• In 1996, the 40 transmissions of “Curiosities of Italian 
Language” for Italians abroad and foreigners learning the 
Italian Language, were his last collaboration with Radio 
Rai



Return to school
• The school where Alberto Manzi returned at the end of his television experience 

was the same where he was already teaching for years and where he would 
remain until the achievement of the pension, Istituto Fratelli Bandiera in Rome. 

• Manzis teaching was based on the idea that the student does not come to class 
with an empty head, ready to be filled by the master, and that teaching means 
at the same time content delivery and refutation of false beliefs.  

• Manzi wants to transform the school in respect of the child. In June 1975, 
teacher in elementary school, he refused to classify the students and explained 
the reasons for his decision: classify meant "to prevent a conscious learning, 
obliging to accept established definitions, educating to lies and falsehood ..."  

• In 1977, Law No. 517 of August 4 imposed on teachers of elementary school the 
personal evaluation form of pupils. The teacher was required to fill out and 
keep updated a document had to be reported, "with systematic observations", 
the maturation levels reached by children. 

 



• The following year Manzi 
explained to the head master 
that he would  complete the II 
quarter assessments only if they 
would demonstrat the validity 
of the vote and the 
classification in the growth 
process "in intelligence, in 
solidarity, in friendship" of the 
pupils.  

• Alberto Manzi refused to fill out 
the evaluation forms and for 
two consecutive years, devised 
a stamp “ DOES WHAT HE CAN. 
WHAT HE CAN’T HE DOES NOT 
DO. “ 

•  From 1978 to 1980 he didn’t 
follow the Ministry request. 

• Was referred to the Disciplinary 
Board of the Authority of Rome 
and was suspended from 
teaching for two months and 
half his salary was cuttedd.



 
MANZI AS A WRITER

• A few years later Grogh Manzi  writes Orzowei , for 
certain the most successful book of the author; won 
the Andersen Prize in 1956, re-edited by Bompiani 
in the same year after leaving in 1955 to Vallecchi 
and translated into 32 languages. 

• Orzowei, "the foundling" is the derogatory nickname 
of Isa, a white boy abandoned and growing up in a 
village of the Zulù tribe. His will be the fate of a 
man doubly excluded. Cast out from the world who 
also had welcomed lost child, Isa is closed to a 
return to the white community. 

• Orzowei was an immense international success. In 
1980, Rai will  obtain 13 episodes and a film 
version. The theme song was played on 33 and 45. 
Thanks to this, Isa the Orzowei "... rejected by all 
and died with the hope that whites and blacks one 
day could live together and get along beyond the 
skin color and the tribe ...", reached a resounding 
success,  becoming the hero of a generation.  

• Manzi is one of the most important Italian writers 
for youth, he writes numerous talesand books with 
ricorrent topics that are still  important in our days: 
the relationship of men with their environment, 
values of freedom and solidarity, the refusal of any 
form of violence and racism.



• Alberto Manzi during his life has taken many and varied 
activities. Thanks to these he was assigned several awards, 
including international awards: for novels and stories, for 
radio, for television broadcasts, for pedagogical activities and 
writings for the youth. These awards are represented by 
different objects: antennas and nibs of gold, diplomas, 
plaques, trophies, medals .... 

• The Collodi Prize for "Grogh novel, the story of a beaver" was 
the first of a long series, while the Bardesoni Prize for the 
comedy "Tupiriglio" was the last.  

• Among international awards, the recognizing the UN stands 
for the program "It's never too late". In 1962 he was also 
appointed Knight of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic. 

• After being part of the Commission for the Law in Defense of 
Minors 1993, the following year Manzi accepted the candidacy 
for mayor of the municipality of Pitigliano offered to him by 
the Democrats of the Left and becomes Mayor 

• 4th of December 1997 Manzi dies at the age of 73


